Federal Laws

The Pest Control
Products Act

How a Product is
Registered

Section 1

How Pesticides are Regulated

The Pest Control Products Act (PCP Act) isthe federd |aw that regulates
al products used to control pestsin Canada. The PCP Act wasfirg
pasd in 1939. Thelaw wasrevised in 1969 and new Regulations were
added in 1972.

Before a pedticide can be sold or used in Canada, it must be registered
under the PCP Act.

The Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA), Hedth Canedais
responsble for adminigtering the PCP Act and its Regulations.

Before a pedicide is regigered, the manufacturer must submit datato prove
that the product is sefe and effective when used as directed on the labdl.
The manufecturer may be required to submit saentific detaon chemisry,
toxicology, metabalism, residues, environmenta impect and effectiveness of
the product. The PMRA andyses and assesses the data submitted. They
must be sure that the product does not pase an unacceptable risk to plants,
animds or the public hedth.

The Hedth Evduation Divison of the PMRA isreponsble for assesaing
how toxic pesticides are for the people who are exposed to them. They
determine what precautionary satements and hazard symbols must gppear
onthelabd.

Y ou can contact the PMRA by cdlling therr Pest Management Information
Savicea 1-800-267-6315. Thear web Ste addressis
www.hc-sc.gc.ca/pmra-arla/. Thelnformaion Sarvice will provide
information on pedicide regulation and regidered pedicides.
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Re-evaluation of
Registered
Pesticides

Other Federal
Acts

Food & Drugs
Act (FDA)

Thefederd legidation on pedicides dlowsthe PMRA to reevduate a
regisered product a any time—for example, if new informetion becomes
avaladle or if the manufecturer asks for anew useto be added to the labd.

Within the pagt ten years we have learned alot more about the
effectiveness of pedticides and their safety for the user, the public, and the
environment. The PMRA reviews registered products according to the
current information. 1t may decide thet the product should be used ina
different manner or that additiona precautions must be induded on the
labd. It may even sugpend or cancd a product.

When aproduct is suspended, any packages areadly &t retail outlets may
be sold, but the registrant may not digtribute any more of the product.

When aproduct is cancel led, the product may not be sold eveniif it is
dreedy a retal outlets. In some cases, the product may even be recdled.

The company that registered the product (the registrant) may goped any
decison or change in the regigtration of their product. 1N some cases, the
regisrant may choose to remove the product volunterily.

Other federd lavs dso regulate pedticides

The Food and Drugs Act is adminigtered by Hedth Canada. ThisAct
protects the hedlth of consumers by preventing the sdle of food thet contains
any harmful or poisonous substance.

The Hedth Evduetion Divison of the PMRA determines the maximum
amount of pedicide resdue that may safdly be contained in our foods. This
amount iscdled themaximum residue limit (MRL). TheMRL is
measured in parts per million and is based on the toxidty of the pegticide, its
gpplication rate and timing, and the crop to which it isbeing gpplied.
MRL’s are edablished as regulations under the Food and Drugs Act.
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Fertilizers Act

Pesticide
Residue
Compensation
Act

Feeds Act

Fisheries Act

Migratory Birds
Convention Act

Transportation
of Dangerous
Goods Act

The Hedth Evduation Divison setstime limits for when pesticides may be
goplied to the crop. For example, they are respongble for atements on
thelabd such as “Do not goply within 10 days of harvest.”

It dso ssredrictions for feeding crop refuseto livestock. Any redtrictions
must gppear on the labd.

It isthe respongihility of the primary producer (the farmer), the spray
operator, and the food processor to make sure that dl the restrictions are
followed. If you ignore the restrictions you are bresking the law. Y our
crops or produce may be saized and you may face afine or jal sentence.

The Fetilizars Act isthe federd law thet regulates dl fertilizersusad in
Canada, induding fertilizers containing pedicides Beforea
fertilizer/pegticide can be sold or usad in Caneda, it must be registered
under the Fertilizers Act.

This Act paysthe producer for damages or lossesiif the sde of his produce
Is Sopped because it contains more pesticide residue than the Food and
DrugsAct dlows

The producer must prove thet the pesticide was gpplied according to the
labd directionsin order to be consdered for compensation.

The Feeds Act provides regulaions to prevent the contamination of feed.

The Fsheries At prevents anyone from placing harmful substancesin water
frequented by fish.

The Migratory Birds Converttion Act prevents anyone from placing harmful
subgtances in water or any area frequented by waterfowl and migratory
birds

ThisAct isadminigtered by Trangport Canada. It contrals the handling and
trangport of hazardous products induding Some pedticides. See
Trangportation of Pedticides saction in this manud for information about
requirements under thisAct.
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Canadian
Environmental
Protection Act
(CEPA)

Canadian Food
Inspection
Agency (CFIA)

ThisAdt protects the environment as well as human lifeand hedth. The Act
covers many different areasinduding:

procedures to review and gpprove chemicas
mandetory reporting of Fills

export and import controls

recdls and dean-ups

new ingpection and enforcement powers

N NN NN

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CHA) was creeted by the federd
government to:
< ensuretha Canadahas asdfe, high qudity food supply
< provide ingpection and support for anima and plant hedlth
programs

CHA adminigers or enforcesthe following acts

Canada Agricultura Products Act Hedth of AnimasAct
Consumer Packaging and Labdlling Act* Mest Ingpection Act
Feeds Act Pant Breeders Rights Act
Fertilizers Act MPant Protection Act

Fish Inspection Act Seeds Act

Food & Drugs Act*
*asit relatesto food

If you have questions or complaints, or would like more information, you
can contact the CHA &:

Canadian Food Inspection Agency
59 Camdat Drive

Nepean, Ont. K1A 0Y9
Telephone 613-225-CH A (2342)
Facimile 613-228-6634

Internet: www.inspection.gc.ca
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Provincial In Ontario, pedticides, and fertilizers containing pedticides, are regulated by
the Pesticides Act and Regulation 914. They are administered by
Laws the Minidtry of the Environmert.

The Pedticides Act and Regulation contral the use, e, Sorage, digilay,
digposa and trangportation of pedticides, and fertilizers containing
pesticides.

All pesticidesregistered under thefederal PCP Act must be
classified in Ontario beforethey can be offered for sale or
used in Ontario.

Pesticides Act Products are dassfied into one of 9x Schedules (or categories) depending
on.

< how poisonous they are (toxicity)

< whether they cregte environmentd or hedth hezards
< how long they lagt in the environment (perssence)
< their concentration

< how they areusd

< thar container Sze

The Ontario Pesticides Advisory Committee (OPAC) reviews the technical
information on each pesticide and gpproves adassfication. The
dassfication identifies the people who may sdl and use thet pedticide. A
pesticide can be sold or used in Ontario as soon as the gpproved pedticide
is posted on the OPAC web stelocated & www.opac.gov.on.ca.

The dassfication system dlows Ontario to make sure that pesticides are
only used by people who need them and have the knowledge to use them
properly. Remember, the product mugt be federdly registered for the

intended use
Ontario’s Pesticide Schedules

Schedule Used By

1 Licensed Applicator or Certified Grower with
goproved parmit

25 Licensed Applicator or Certified Grower
- No permit required

34,6 Licensed Applicator or Certified Grower or Grower
(not certified) or Homeowner
- ho permit required
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Pesticide
Certification for
Ontario Farmers

Pesticide
Training for
Assistants

The Compendium of Scheduled Pesticides can befound onthe
OPAC web dtelocated & www.opac.gov.on.ca. The Schedulesare
a= liged in the Ontario Minidry of Agriculture, Food and Rurd Affars
recommendation publications. 'Y ou can aso ask your supplier.

Snce April 1, 1991, Schedule 1, 2 or 5 pedticide products may only be
purchased and used on farm land by growerswho are cartified through the
Grower Pedticide Sefety Course.

Under the Pesticides Act, agrower (farmer) isa person who:
< currently usesfarm land for agricultura or forestry production, and
< tha farm land is dassfied as farmlands property under

Saction 7 of the Ontario Assessment Act.

A grower may own, rent, leese or share crop the farm land, or may be
employed on thefarm land.

A Caetified Grower must:

< med the definition of agrower under the Pesticides Act, and
< bealess 16 yearsof age, and

< dtend aone day Grower Pedticide Safety Course, and

< uccessfully complete the cartification exam.

Growers mug renew their certification every five years by:

< atending the Grower Pedticide Safety Course and successfully
completing the exam, or

< dudying a& home and successfully completing the exam a an exam
writing sesson.

Since January 1, 2000, assgants must have formal training to mix, load or
aoply any Schedule 2 or 5 pesticide under the supervison of a Certified
Grower. Trained Assgants are not alowed to handle Schedule 1
products Assgtants must have formd training on the ssfe use of pesticides
evay fiveyears

Assgants do not need to write an exam. There are two training options for
assdants. They may attend the Grower Pedticide Safety Course (and not
write the exam) or they may attend an on-farm training sesson given by a
qudified Traned Assgant Ingructor.
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Supervising
Trained
Assistants
(TA’S)

Restrictions of
Duties for
Trained
Assistants

A Cetified Grower may supervise up to three (3) Trained Assgants a any
giventime The supervisng Certified Grower can provide suparvisonto a
Traned Assgant in one of two ways

Direct super vision meansthet the Certified Grower must be present on
thefam gte a dl times when the asssant mixes, loads or goplies Schedule
2 0or 5 pedticides.

Indirect supervision meansthat the Certified Grower must meet
threerequirements but does not need to be present on the farm ste.
To provide indirect supervison, the Certified Grower mugt meet all three
of the following Minidry of the Environment requirements

1. Beavalddefor immediate response through an effective
communication sysem.

2. Bepresent within areasonable period of timeto respond to an
emergency gtution.

3. Providewritten indructions to the Trained Assgant for the mixing,
loading or applying of Schedule 5 pesticides.

See the Record Kegping section in this manud for more informetion about
the minimum written indruction requirements for Schedule 5 pedicides

There are Some duties that only a Certified Grower isdlowed to do.
Traned Assgantsmay not:

< purchese

sdect or recommend the type of pedticide;

sdect therate of gpplication;

sHect the means of Sorage, or disposd of empty containers; or
cdibrate equipment used to goply the pedicides.

N N N AN

AsaCertified Grower, you areresponsiblefor all
pesticide use on your farm. Thisincludes pesticide use
by Trained Assistants.
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Other
Provincial
AcCts

Environmental
Protection Act

Ontario Water
Resources Act

Weed Control
Act (1989)

Y ou will find more detalls about the regulaionsin other sections of this
meanud. The Pesticides Act and Regulaion can be purchassd from:

Publications Ontario

50 Grosvenor &, Toronto, ON M7A 1N8
1-800-668-9938 Tall Free or (416) 326-5300

or

Publications Ontario On-Line (POOL)

a http://pubont.stor es.gov.on.ca/pool/english/

or viewed online a www.e-laws.gov.on.ca.

There are three other Ontario laws that regulate the use of pedticides, or the
management of pess

The purpose of the Environment Protection Act isto protect and consarve
the naturd environment. ThisAdt isadminigered by the Minidry of the
Environment. It gopliesto pestiadesif they contaminate the natura
environment in any way.

Pat X of the Environmental Protection Act iscommonly known as
the“Saills Bill”. It regulatesthe Saill of any kind of pollutart.

Pat V of the Environmental Protection Act regulatesthe disposa of
unusable tank mix or rinsate, or pesticide concentrate.

ThisAd datesthat it isillegd to depast in any body of water in Ontario
any materid that may impair the qudity of thewater. ThisAdtis
adminigered by the Minidry of the Environmen.

In Ontario, Some weeds are dassad as noxious under the Weed Control
Act. ThisAct requiresthat the person in possesson of land must destroy dll
noxious weads on the propearty. The Ontario Minigry of Agriculture, Food
and Rurd AffarsadminigersthisAdt.

Municpdities may a0 add noxious weeds under the Municipal Wesds
Act.

Section 1 - How Pesticides are Regulated



Review Questions

1. Wha doestheteem “PCP’ Act gand for and which government adminisersthis Act?

2. ThePCP Act regulates products used for the control of pests. All pesticides must be registered under
the PCP Act before they can be sold or used in Canada

TRUE FALSE

3. Onceapediddeisregigered for use, the Pest Management Regulatory Agency, Hedth Caneda, may
review it. They may change the use, indude additiond precautions or even suspend or cancd a produdt.

TRUE FALSE

4. Which Act protects the hedth of consumers by preventing the sale of food thet contains any harmful or

ppoisonous substance?

5. Which provindd Act regulates the use of pesticidesin Ontario?

6. Which Schedule(s) of peticides may a homeowner use?

7. Which Schedulg(s) of pedticides may a Cartified Grower use?
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8. Wha characterigtics of apesticide are conddered beforeit is dassfied into one of the Sx Schedules?

9.

1.

2.

A Cetified Grower wantsto indir ectly supervisea Trained Assgtant who is goplying Schedule 5
pedicides. What must the Certified Grower provide to the Trained Assgant?

d Maeid Safety Data Sheet

b) Chemicd Storage Waning Sgn

C) trangportation information

d) written indructions about the gpplication

10. What three requirements must a Certified Grower met toindir ectly supervisea Trained Assgant?

1.

2.

10
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