Emergency
Action

Read The
Label

Section 15

First Aid

Although pesticides can be dangerous, they are unlikdy to harm you if:
< you hande the products carefully
< youfdlow labd directions
< you wesar dl the protective dothing and equipment you nesd.
(Seethe Pratective Clathing and Equipment section in this manud)

However, in oite of al precautions, pedticide accidents can il happen.

Learn the Sgns of pesticide poisoning and know what todoinan
emeagency. Remember that the symptoms of afad pedicide poisoning can
look like the flu or hest exhaustion. If Someone has been working with
pesticides and you see any possible symptoms of pesticide poisoning, teke
emergency actionimmediatdy. It isaways better to be safe, than sorry.
Prompt action may savealife.

First Aid information isavailable on every pesticide |abel .
The detalls and location of firg ad information will change for eech
pesticide, so be sure you read each labd carefully.

< Read theFirst Aid section of the label before you begin
to handle any pesticide.

< Show someone dsethe FHrgt Aid labd information before you begin
to handle the product.

< Takethelabel or container with you if you teke apedicide
poisoning victim to the hospitd. Remember nat to put the pesticide
container in the passenger compartment for trangport.
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If an Accident

Happens

< Providethelabel or container to emergency personnel
when you reach the hospitd or if they come to the acadent scene.
The PCP Adt regigration number identifies the product. Some
product manufacturerslis a 24 hour emergency number on the
labd.

First Aidisthe hdp that you can give a the scene, until the victim
recaves professona medica hdp.

If you have another person availableto help, send themto cal for
emergency hdp immediatdly, while you begin thesefirg ad deps

1. Alwaysprotect yourself from injury first. Don't become
ancther victim.  Alway's put on protective dothing and equipment
before you enter a contaminated areaor handle a contaminated victim.

2. Check toseeif thevictim isbreathing.

If thevictim isnot breathing:

< Straghten the victim’sarway and check for bregths.

< If thevictim does not begin to breathe, adminiger atifiaa
repiration until the victim begins to breethe on hisher own.

< Do not contaminate yoursdf, espeddly if the victim has pestidde o
vomit around hisface or mouth. Use aface shidd arway with aone
way vave Do nat bresthe the exnded ar from the victim.

< Paform CPRIf thevictin’s pulse disgopears. Y ou should only
perform CPR if you aretrained to do so.

If thevictim isbreathing, but unconscious:

< Pacethevictim in the recovery pogtion (on the Sde with the heed
turned dightly to onesde). If the victim vomits; try to kegp the
arway dear.

3. Stop theexposuretothe pesticide. Movethevicim avay from
the contaminated area. Remove dl contaminated dothing. Use sogp
and water to wash any skin exposed to the pedticide.

4. Check the Four Basic Facts:
< ldentify the pesticide. Look for thelabd, container or left-over
pesticide.
< Quantity - How much product was the victim exposed to?
< Route of entry - How did the pedicide enter the body? Did it
enter through the mouth, skineyes or lungs?
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First Aid
Treatment for
Pesticide
Accidents

If Pesticide
Contacts Skin

< Time period - How much time has passed Snce the victim wes
exposed to the pesticide, and how long was the exposure? Were
the symptomsimmediate or did the poisoning oocur as areult of
usng the pedicide over alonger period of time?

Don’t wastetime. If you can't answer these questions
quickly, be ready to tdl emergency personnd whatever you
can.

5. Call an ambulance or the Poison I nformation Centre.
6. Start theFirst Aid treatment gopropriate for the route of entry.

7. Makesurethepatient getsmedical attention. Hrg adis
not asubgtitute for professond medicd help.

Thefird ad treetment you use will depend on the route of entry of the
petidde Thevictim may have bresthed the pesticide into the lungs
(inhalaion), svalowed it (ora ingestion), or teken it in through the skin or
eyes (dermd exposure).

Thefalowing information will help you ded with pedticide acddents. These
aegengd quiddines Always check thelabel of the product the
victim was exposed to for extrafirs ad directions

< Remove contaminated dothing.
< Rinsge kin with plenty of water.

< Wash skin, har, nails and underneeth nails thoroughly with lots of Sogp
and water. Repedt.

< Dry victim and wrgp himvher in ablanket or other dean materid.

< Get medicd atention.
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For Chemical
Burns on Skin

If Pesticide
Contacts Eyes

If Pesticide was

Inhaled
(dusts, vapours,
gases)

< Removethe chemicd immediady to sop the burning. Do not wait for
clothing to be removed.

< Brush dry chemicas off skin and daothes and awvay from the victim, then
rinse the affected areawith lots of water.

< For liquid chemicas rinse fected areawith large amounts of water.

< Keep flooding the areawith water while removing the victim's dothing.
Do not remove dothing thet is Suck to the kin.

< Immersethe burned areain ice water or cover with anice pack.
< Cover with aloosdy gpplied dean dath.
< Ga medicd atention.
Do Not: touch the burned area
remove dothing stuck to the skin

bresk bligers
use ointments or lotions

< Hald the victim’s eydids open and wash the eyes with large amounts of
dean running waer.

< Waeh for fifteen minutes or more

< Get medicd atention.

Always put on protective equipment before you enter a contaminated area.

< Movethevidimto fresh ar.

< Loosentight dothing.

< Give atificd respiration if nesded to kegp the victim bresthing.
Caution: If the victim’ sface or mouth has pedicide or vomit onit,
protect yoursdlf when you perform artifidad respiration, eg. useaface
shidd arway with aoneway vave Do not breathe the exhded ar from
thevidim.

< Gat medicd atention.
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If Pesticide
Entered the
Mouth but was
not Swallowed

If Pesticide was
Swallowed

Never Induce
Vomiting if:

< Cdl the Poison Informetion Centre immediatdy.

< If thevidim is consdious and nat convulsing, rinse the mouth with large
quantities of water. Wipe the mouth with adamp doth and brush teeth

thoroughly.

< Cdl the Poison Information Centre immediady.

< Check the pedticide labd for firgt ad informetion.
Caution: If thefirg aid section of the labd tdls you to induce vomiting,
confirm thisfirg with the Poison Information Centre before you teke
action.

< Thevidim iS UNCONSTIOUS OF in acoma.
< Thevidimisin coovulsons

< Thevictim has swallowed a pesticide containing petroleum products, eg.
Emulgfigble Concantrates. If a pesticide containing petroleum products
isagpirated (inhded into the lungs during vomiting) it will cause
respiraory didress and possbly desth.

< Thevictim has swdlowed acorrosve poison (i.e. srong acid or
basg/dkdine products). Strong acids and basesdkaines will burn the
throat and mouth. They will dso damage the lungsif the victim aspirates
during vomiting.

< Thevictim has swalowed any pesticide belonging to one of the fallowing
pedicide dassfications
» chlorinated hydrocarbons
(d=0 cdled organochlorine insecticides)
eg. Lindane, endosulfan (THIODAN)
» organophosphorusinsecticides
eg. diazinon, azinphos-methyl (GUTHION)
» carbamates
eg. cabaryl (SEVIN), bendiocarb (TRUMPET)
» concentrated dinitrophenols
eg. dinoseb
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To Induce
Vomiting

Emergency
Numbers

A. Under thedirection of the Poison I nformation Centre

Give syrup of ipecac - 15 mL (1 tablespoon) to children, 30 mL (2
tablespoons) to adults. Follow with one to two glasses of weter or fruit
juice Repedt infifteen minutesif the victim does nat vomit. Y ou can
buy one-dose bottles of syrup of ipecac a most druggtores.

Caution: Do nat give syrup of ipecac to children under 12 months of

age.

. Without thedirection of the Poison I nformation Centre.

Do not give syrup of ipecac if you can't reach a phone and spesk
to someone & the Poison Information Centre. If the victim is conscious
and isnot convuldang, you can givethe vidim severd glasses of warm
water to drink. If this does not work, tel the victim to tickle the back
of histhroat with hisown finger. Vomiting caused by tickling isusudly
not complete. Be sure that the victim goesto ahospitd immediady.

Kegp the victim lying down with his heed bdlow the levd of hisfedt.
This pogtion dlows the vomit to drain away from ar passages

If you do not know what the poison is, be sureto collect
some of the vomit for the doctor.

The Poison Information Centre number islisted in the front
page of the telephone book.

There are two Poison Information Centresin Ontario. They
provide information on dl types of poisonings induding pedticide
poisonings:

TORONTO: Hosoitd for Sck Children

(416) 813-5900
1-800-268-9017

OTTAWA: Children'sHogpitd for Eagtern Ontario
(613) 737-1100
1-800-267-1373

Adviceisavalable 24 hoursaday, 7 daysaweek.
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Be prepared Learn how to use pesticides safdly to prevent accidents - and dways be
prepared for an emergency.

<

Read thelabel beforeyou use any pedticide product. Pay specid
attention to the product name, the PCP Act number, the guarantee,
the precautions and the first aid section. Be sure you know the Sgns
of poisoning for the products you are usng.

L et someone else know - when, what, and where... Be
sure that someone dway's knows when you are working with
pesticides and how long you expect to be. Make sure that they
know what products you are usng, and where you are working with
them. If you do not return at the expected time someone can then
check to see if you have had an accident.

Post emer gency telephone number s near dl tdephones.

K eep plenty of clean water, soap and paper towelsdose
by when you work with pesticides

Keep extra gloves and a clean coverall handy in caseyou
soill pesticide onto your dathing.

K eep two bottles of syrup of ipecac inyour firs ad kit for
emergendes.

TakeaFirst Aid Course. Inmog communities S. John
Ambulance offers courses to help you prepare for any kind of
emergency. You can dso ask your doctor or the loca hospita for
information.
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Review Questions

1. When apedicide accident occurs and you must enter the contaminated areg, what isthefir st thing you
should do?

2. If apedticide contacts your eyes, what should you do?

1.

2.

3.

3. If apedicde soills onto your arm, you should:

a remove contaminated daothing and bandage your am and gpply a cold compress
b) rinse contaminated dathing and skin with plenty of water

€) rinsecontaminated dothing and cover your skin with lotion or aintment

d) remove contaminated dothing and wash skin thoroughly with lots of sogp and weter

4. For chemicd burns on the skin, wash the affected areawith large amounts of water, then use ointmert,
grease or powder on the burns.

TRUE FALSE
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5. Lig the proper firg ad procedures you should follow when hdping avictim who has bresthed in
pesticide dudts, vapours or gases.

1.

2.

6. Youwould induce vomiting if the victim had swalowed a petroleumn product.

TRUE FALSE
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