Section 21

Pesticide Fires

A firein apesiade gorage area can be extramdy dangerous. Thefireis
the main hazard, but there is additiond danger of pesticide poisoning and
contamingtion.

Pre-Fire Plan

Prepare for the posshility of afire. Y ou will have agreater chance of
redudng hedlth hazards and environmental contamination.

1. Informthelocd fire department that you Sore pedicides. In the case
of afire, thefirefighters can be better prepared for the dangers
involved.

2. Soredl of your pegticidesin one area. Make sure the building carries
the warning “Chemicd (or Pedicide) Storage — Authorized Persons
Only - Wamning’.

3. Kegp an up-to-date inventory of the pedticidesin your Sorage area
Keep acopy of the MSDS for each product & your farm.

4. Condder taking thetimeto carefully map afloor plan of the peticide
dorage fadility and the immediate surrounding area. The sketch of the
dorage areashould:

< |ocate dl emergency and protective equipment plusindicate the
pogtion of dl windows and doors

< indicate dl water sources and the volume of water availablefor fire

fighing
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< map the drainage system of the Ste to help determine how to control
run off water

< note nearby buildings and thar functions
< indudethe fenceline showing al accessroutes

Make aplan for dikes and drainage so thet run off water is prevented
from entering water courses.

Purchase and keep drain covers (large enough to cover any floor
drains) doseby. Usethem to cover any floor drainsin nearby
buildings (eg., barns, implement sheds) to prevent run off water from
entering the drains

Teech your farm workers what to do in an emergency. It sagood
idea to have awritten emergency fire plan and to have regular fire drills
Workers should dso be trained in the proper use of safety equipment.
Thiswill ensure thet dl employees can respond properly inan
emergency Stuaion. Remember to inform dl employeesif any changes
are made to the plan.

If afire occurs thefirg priority isto get everybody out and natify the
fire department. Do not take unnecessary risksin firefighting. Itis
wiser to wait for the fire department than to be poisoned.

If a spill, fire or theft occursinvolving pesticides, you
must call the Ontario Ministry of the Environment.
(Reg.914, s.29)
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The following
general rules

apply to
pesticide fires

Evacuate and isolate the area immediately.

Anyorein thevidnity of the fire may be exposad to toxic

fumes, poisonous run off, and concentrated pedticides from
leeking or exploding $orage containers

Contact thelocal fire department immediady when
anoke or fireisfirg detected. Remind fire fighters of the
additiond danger of burning peticides and of the
importance of wearing supplied ar repirators.

Foam or fog nozzles arerecommended when

fighting apegtiddefire Advisefirefightersto use as

little water as possibleand contrd dl run off water to
avoid contaminating the surrounding area.

. Wear protective equipment to protect your self
agang sills golashes and toxic fumes

Section 21 - Pesticide Fires

195



Review Questions

1.

If agpill, fire or theft occurs, you must natify the Ontario Minigtry of the Environmentt.

TRUE

FALSE

2. Why should you tdl thelocd fire department where your pesticide Storage arealis located?

3. What arethe 4 generd rulesthat goply to pedticide fires?

1.

2.
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