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The Pesticide Label

The label tells you
the active ingredient
what the hazards are 
how dangerous it is
how to use it safely
the pesticide rates
what to do in case of an accident

Reference 
Page 23

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual  - Section 3 – The Pesticide Label – Reference page 23 
A pesticide label gives important information.  It tells you:
 the active ingredient
 what the hazards are when you use the product
 how dangerous the pesticide is
 how to use it safely
 the rates at which the product should be used
 what to do in case of an accident.
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Pesticide Labels Online

Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency

www.pmra-arla.gc.ca

Reference 
Page 23

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual  - Section 3 – The Pesticide Label – Reference page 23 
A pesticide label is a legal document that has been approved by the PMRA. It is against the law to use the product in any other way, or to use it in an unsafe way.  
Labels for all registered pesticide products may be accessed
on the PMRA web site at www.pmra-arla.gc.ca.	


http://www.pmra-arla.gc.ca/
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Product Name

Federal classification

Net Contents

Site of Action

Read the Label Before Using

Precautionary Symbols/Words

Guarantee

Registration Number

Name and Address

PEST MANAGER

PEST MANAGEMENT COMPANY

PEST MANAGEMENT COMPANY

PEST MANAGER

Principal Display

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual  - Section 3 – The Pesticide Label – Reference page 24
How to Read the Label
There are two main parts to a pesticide label.  The front panel is called the principal display panel.  The back or side panel is called the secondary display panel.
The Principal Display Panel includes the
Product name, in this example, PEST MANAGER 500 EC Emulsifiable Concentrate Herbicide
Federal classification, in this example, AGRICULTURE – there are four federal classifications Domestic, Commercial, Restricted and Manufacturing – Commercial can be further divided into Agricultural, Institutional or Industrial 
Net contents, in this example 10L – how much of the product is in the container
Site of Action, in this example PEST MANAGER is a Group 1 Herbicide – this number helps you manage pest resistance
READ the LABEL BEFORE USING – this appears on the principal display panel of all labels
Precautionary Symbols and Words – this pesticide has the Warning Poison symbol – the diamond shape which indicates a moderate poisoning hazard to the user
Guarantee – this tells you the common name of the chemical that is the active ingredient in the product – monolochor is the active ingredient in PEST MANAGER 500 EC at the concentration of 500 grams in each litre of pesticide.
Registration Number - This number shows that the product has been registered by PMRA and identifies the product – in this example the number is XXXXX
Name and address - The name and address of the company that registered the product, referred to as the registrant, is on the principal display panel.  You can contact the registrant for more information about the pesticide.
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Secondary Display Panel
Reference 
Page 28

Directions for Use

Precautions

Disposal

First Aid

Toxicological Information

Notice to User

Notice to Buyer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual  - Section 3 – The Pesticide Label – Reference page 28
The Secondary Display Panel includes the
Directions for Use
Precautions
Disposal
First Aid 
Toxicological Information
Notice to User, and
Notice to Buyer
The Directions for Use section includes information about how to apply the product – such as what pest and crops it can be used on.
The Precautions section tells you how to use the pesticide safely and how to protect yourself and others. 
The Disposal section tells you how to dispose of the container safely once the product has been used.
The First Aid section tells you what to do if someone is poisoned or injured by the pesticide.
The Toxicological Information includes information for a doctor in case of an accident and may include the signs and symptoms of poisoing.
The Notice to User and Notice to Buyer sections tells the person using the product to follow the directions on the label. 
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Restricted Products
Reference 
Page 30

Restricted Uses:
Nature of Restriction:
Studies on the safety of the product for users 
and spray operators are not complete.  
Directions for use and precautionary 
statements should be followed carefully.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual  - Section 3 – The Pesticide Label – Reference page 30 
Special labelling for RESTRICTED products
If a pesticide has been federally classified as RESTRICTED, the label must have a section called NATURE OF RESTRICTION at the top of the secondary display panel.  This section tells you if there are special conditions for using, storing, displaying or distributing this pesticide. This label states: Studies on the safety of the product for users and spray operators are not complete.  Directions for use and precautionary statements should be followed carefully.
Make sure you read this information before using a Restricted pesticide.
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Hazard Symbols and Signal Words

Warning Symbols and Signal Words

Reference 
Page 31

POISON CORROSIVE FLAMMABLE EXPLOSIVE

DANGER WARNING CAUTION

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual  - Section 3 – The Pesticide Label – Reference page 31 
Four important symbols and words show the potential hazards of pesticides.
Poison –, Corrosive –, Flammable –, Explosive – 
The hazard symbol will appear inside one of the Warning Symbols  - the shape of the Warning Symbol tells you the degree of hazard.
Danger – means high hazard
Warning – means moderate hazard
Caution – means low hazard
For a complete description of the symbol combinations, look at the table on page 33 of the Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual 
If a label does NOT have any Hazard Symbols or Signal Words, the pesticide’s hazards are such that the label does not require them.  However, precautions are still necessary and you should handle the pesticide with care
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Special Warnings for Eye Hazards

DANGER - CORROSIVE TO EYES
WARNING - EYE IRRITANT
CAUTION - EYE IRRITANT

Reference 
Page 32

Special Warnings for Skin Hazards
DANGER - SKIN IRRITANT
WARNING - SKIN IRRITANT
CAUTION - SKIN IRRITANT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual  - Section 3 – The Pesticide Label – Reference page 32 
Some products can be dangerous to your eyes.  These words may appear on the label to describe the hazard:
DANGER - CORROSIVE TO EYES
WARNING - EYE IRRITANT
CAUTION - EYE IRRITANT
Some products can be dangerous to your skin.  These words may appear on the label to describe the hazard:
DANGER - SKIN IRRITANT
WARNING - SKIN IRRITANT
CAUTION - SKIN IRRITANT
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Pre-harvest Interval
amount of time that must pass between the 
last pesticide application and harvest

Reference 
Page 34

Pre-grazing Interval

Pre-slaughter Interval

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual  - Section 3 – The Pesticide Label – Reference page 34 
There are other important statements that you should find and read on a label before using a pesticide.
Pesticide labels may have a pre-harvest interval, a pre-grazing intervals or a pre-slaughter interval.

These intervals give the amount of time that must pass between the last pesticide application and the harvesting of the plants, the grazing or slaughter of the animal.  If you fail to wait this period of time, there may be unacceptable levels of pesticide residues in the crop or animal




Ontario Pesticide Education Program
University of Guelph Ridgetown Campus

Slide 9

Re-entry Period
(Restricted Entry Interval - REI)
minimum amount of time that must pass 
between 
. . . . the time the pesticide was applied and 
. . . . the time that workers can go into the crop 
without wearing protective clothing and 
personal protective equipment

Reference 
Page 34

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual  - Section 3 – The Pesticide Label – Reference page 34
Another important statement to look for on a pesticide label is the Re-entry Period, also referred to as Restricted Entry Interval (REI), 
It is the minimum amount of time that must pass between the time the pesticide was applied and the time that workers can go into the crop without wearing protective clothing and personal protective equipment. 
Re-entry times will be different for each pesticide and may change from year to year, so check the label for this information every year.  Re-entry periods may be 12 hours or may be as long as 72 hour – and the period may vary depending on how the pesticide is being used.
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Buffer Zones
Areas left untreated to protect sensitive areas

sensitive areas
– terrestrial habitats 

• shelter belts, woodlots, and pastures
– freshwater habitats 

• lakes, rivers, ponds, marshes

the distance between the point of direct 
application of the pesticides and the closest 
downwind edge of a sensitive area 
Look on the label, under “Directions for Use”

Reference 
Page 36

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual  - Section 3 – The Pesticide Label – Reference page 36
Buffer Zones are areas that are left untreated to protect sensitive areas.  
Sensitive terrestrial habitats include such areas as shelter belts, woodlots, and pastures.  Sensitive freshwater habitats include such areas as lakes, rivers, ponds, and marshes.  

The PMRA defines a buffer zone as the distance between the point of direct application of the pesticide and the closest downwind edge of an area sensitive to the pesticide.  You will find information about  buffer zones in the “Directions for Use” section of the label.  

**** Important Point*****
The size of the buffer zone will be different for each pesticide, and will be different depending on the:
 the characteristics of the sensitive area 
 the rate of application
 how the pesticide is applied, and
the toxicity of the pesticide’s active ingredient to non-target organisms.
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Supplemental Labels

Label information printed after the current
label was printed.

emergency use registrations
new use registrations

Labels are available from:
PMRA
Vendor/manufacturer 
Sponsoring grower association

Reference 
Page 36

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual  - Section 3 – The Pesticide Label – Reference page 36
Supplemental Labels
Supplemental Labels give directions for an emergency use or for new uses of a previously registered product until the next printing of the label.  You must follow all the information on the Supplemental Labels and the registered product label when you use the pesticide.

Labels are available from the PMRA – check the label search on their web site, your pesticide vendor, the manufacturer – and most manufacturers have them on their web sites, and from grower associations.
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Always Read the Label First! Reference 
Page 36

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grower Pesticide Safety Course Manual  - Section 3 – The Pesticide Label – Reference page 36
Remember:  Read the Label First! Including the fine print.
Before you by, before you use, before you store or dispose of the pesticide.
Each pesticide is different, and each label is different.  Read the label carefully to get all the information.
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